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AP Human Geography
(Rising 9th Grade Option)



AP Human Geography Course Overview
AP Human Geography Course and Exam Description

AP Human Geography introduces students to the systematic study of 
patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and 
alteration of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and 
landscape analysis to examine socio-economic organization and its 
environmental consequences. They also learn about the methods and 
tools geographers use in their research and applications. The curriculum 
reflects the goals of the National Geography Standards (2012). The course 
is equivalent to an introductory college-level course in human geography. 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography


AP Human Geography - Unit Information
Unit 1: Thinking Geographically

Unit 2: Population and Migration Patterns and Processes

Unit 3: Cultural Patterns and Processes

Unit 4 Political Patterns and Processes

Unit 5: Agriculture and Rural Land-Use Patterns and Processes

Unit 6: Cities and Urban Land-Use Patterns and Processes

Unit 7: Industrial and Economic Development Patterns and Processes



AP Human Geography - Course Skills
● Concepts and Processes 

○ Analyze geographic theories, approaches, concepts, processes, or models 
in theoretical and applied contexts.

● Spatial Relationships 
○ Analyze geographic patterns, relationships, and outcomes in applied 

contexts. 
● Data Analysis 

○ Analyze and interpret quantitative geographic data represented in maps, 
tables, charts, graphs, satellite images, and infographics.

● Source Analysis      
○ Analyze and interpret qualitative geographic information represented in 

maps, images (e.g., satellite, photographs, cartoons), and landscapes. 
● Scale Analysis 

○ Analyze geographic theories, approaches, concepts, processes, and model



The AP Exam







Major Differences in 9th Grade Courses
World 1 On Level World 1 Honors AP Human Geography

SOL requirement 
met

Students receive full, 
verified credit by 
passing the class and 
writing 3 state- 
created 5 paragraph 
essays (PBAs)

Students receive full, 
verified credit by passing 
the class and writing 3 
state-created 5 paragraph 
essays (PBAs)

Students receive full, verified 
credit by passing the class and 
earning a 2 or higher on the 
national AP exam

Content Ancient History to 
1500 C.E. enhancing 
and adding content to 
what students 
learned in elementary 
and middle school

Ancient History to 1500 
C.E. enhancing and 
adding in-depth content to 
what students learned in 
elementary and middle 
school

The course is equivalent to an 
introductory college-level course 
in human geography.
Focuses on human-environment 
interactions using historical and 
current events as examples



Major Differences in 9th Grade Courses
World 1 On Level World 1 Honors AP Human Geography

Expectations Course is designed to 
gradually introduce 
students to high 
school courses.

Course is designed to 
more quickly challenge 
students to complete 
high school level work

Students will be challenged to learn 
historical events and compare them to 
contemporary issues.  Some 
contemporary issues are sensitive and 
will require mature understanding and 
analysis that could be beyond a high 
schooler.

Workload Focused students can 
complete all 
assignments in class 
with limited work 
outside the class

Focused students can 
complete most 
assignments in class 
with occasional  work 
outside the class

Since class is fast paced and requires 
a combination of historical knowledge 
and contemporary issues, more 
reading, note taking and preparation 
for summative assignments will be 
required outside of class.



AP Human Geography - Sequence Ahead
9th Grade World History 1

World History 1 HN
AP Human Geography

10th Grade World History 2
World History 2 HN
AP World History

11th Grade US/VA History
US/VA History HN
AP US History

12th Grade US Government
US Government HN
AP Government
AP Comparative Government



AP Seminar
(Rising 10th Grade Option)









The AP Seminar Year
AP Seminar Course and Exam Description

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-seminar




Crosswalk
English 10/10 Honors

● Read/analyze a variety of literary and 
nonfiction texts

● Extend students’ vocabulary
● Understanding of grammar, 

capitalization, punctuation, spelling, 
sentence structure, paragraphing

● Expository and analytical writing
● Research project 
● Communication and collaboration skills 

(discussions and presentations)

AP Seminar

● Read articles and research studies, 
foundational, literary and philosophical 
texts

● View and listen to speeches, broadcasts, 
personal accounts and experience artistic 
works and performances

● Multimedia presentation - synthesis of 
individual research

● Individual research report 
● Literature TBD

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T_0hhh_Tb9Ewr90hxIhAd-alsCdhGwl_/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106912083364750224091&rtpof=true&sd=true


English 10 English 10 Honors



English - Sequence Ahead
9th Grade English 9

English 9 Honors

10th Grade English 10
English 10 Honors
AP Seminar

11th Grade English 11
English 11 Honors
AP Language & Composition
DE English 111/112 - 6 credits

12th Grade English 12
English 12 Honors
AP Literature & Composition
DE English 111/112 - 6 credits
DE English 255 - 3 credits

Link to Dual Enrollment 
Information

Future option: AP Research 
(elective) - 2nd year of the 
AP Capstone program 
which can be taken in 11th 
or 12th grade

https://www.fcps.edu/academics/graduation-requirements-and-course-planning/college-credit-high-school/dual-enrollment
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/graduation-requirements-and-course-planning/college-credit-high-school/dual-enrollment


Academic 
Planning

What should students consider 
when choosing courses?

BALANCE, BALANCE, BALANCE!

● Time management (extracurricular 
activities, friends, and family)

● Strength of schedule
● Past & current performance
● Course prerequisites
● Career exploration



Next Steps:

1. Student info sessions through classes from school 
staff

2. Parent/Student conversations to decide if this is an 
appropriate change

*Current course requests for 2024-25 can be viewed in SIS on the “Course Request” tab*



How do we make the change?

Rising 9th Grade: If you would like to include AP Human Geography 
in place of World History 1 or World History 1 Honors in your 
student’s course requests, please complete the survey that will be 
emailed home this week.

Rising 10th Grade: All students enrolled in English 10 Honors for 
24-25 have been changed to AP Seminar. If you would like to move 
out of AP Seminar, or if you would like to move from English 10 to AP 
Seminar, please complete the survey that will be emailed home this 
week.

*Please review the email and survey 
closely for the submission deadline.



Contact Information
Ellen Reilly, Principal 

ereilly@fcps.edu

Jenna Jablonski, Director of Student Services
jmjablonski@fcps.edu

Social Studies

Emily Geary, Administrator
emgeary@fcps.edu

Emer Johnson, Department 
Chair

ekjohnson@fcps.edu 

English

Jeff Barham, Administrator
jbarham@fcps.edu 

Lawrence Letkiewicz, 
Department Chair

blletkiewicz@fcps.edu 
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Questions?


