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Parent University
Class of 2024

McLean High School
Friday, October 8: Testing 101

Friday, February 17: Finding the Fit
Friday, May 19: Parent Panel

Fall 2023: McLean Application Process



Test or Not To Test
Why take it? FLEXIBILITY

● Some schools will require test scores
● Some programs of study will require
● Some scholarships will require/or will help

Google - Common Data Set “your school”



Testing terminology
● Test Optional, score optional
● Test Blind or Test Free
● Test flexible

https://www.collegedata.com/resources/prepare-and-apply/test-
optional-test-blind-whats-the-difference

Reach out to admissions rep 

https://www.collegedata.com/resources/prepare-and-apply/test-optional-test-blind-whats-the-difference
https://www.collegedata.com/resources/prepare-and-apply/test-optional-test-blind-whats-the-difference


The National Center for Fair and Open Testing
www.fairtest.org

Provides list of institutions that are “test optional”, “test 
flexible”, or otherwise de-emphasize the use of standardized 
tests by making admissions decisions -- without using ACT or 
SAT scores -- for all or many applicants who recently 
graduated from U.S. high schools.

http://www.fairtest.org




The SAT allows 
more Time per 
question than the 
ACT.



SUPERSCORING: How Does It Work?
Your student will receive his or her scores about three weeks from the date of the test by logging into 
either the college board or the ACT website.

Scores will only go to the colleges your student chooses.

Admissions reps from colleges that superscore will consider only   your student’s highest scores from 
each subtest.

Contact each school individually to ask about superscoring.

 



SAT or ACT?  Which test should Your Student take?
Still not sure which test to take?  

• Students should Take a practice test to determine which test they feel 
more comfortable with and on which test they score in a higher 
percentile. 

• Students should Check the admissions requirements of schools they 
are interested in attending.  



College Admission Testing Resources – Test Prep
SAT:  

www.collegeboard.org :  Collegeboard recently teamed with Khan Academy to provide free 
test prep videos, website includes free practice tests available for download and practice 
apps.

ACT:

www.act.org : ACT provides ACT Academy, which provides free tutoring and practice tests 
online.

http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.act.org


FCPS Resources
McLean is pleased to share that we offer several resources to help students prepare for college entrance 
exams including ACT, SAT, and PSAT via two software platforms: albert.io and tutor.com. 

Albert.io 

Students can access albert.io by joining the McLean HS College Entrance Test Prep class by following the 
instruction below:

1. Visit www.albert.io/classes
2. Click “join class” and enter the code 292XJ9ST2DEMW

Tutor.com 

Students in FCPS have 24/7 access to an online tutoring service called tutor.com. Tutor.com allows 
students to connect with a live tutor virtually at any time of day, spontaneously or scheduled in advance. 
Tutors are available via tutor.com to support SAT/ACT and PSAT preparation. For more information, refer 
to the FCPS website. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MjYuNjQyNTYyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmFsYmVydC5pby9jbGFzc2VzP3V0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV90ZXJtPSJ9.PHJvdA6jvVYv57NDPHY5YSfcPCCds0FzwVxXURkxayM/s/573095469/br/144739617758-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MjYuNjQyNTYyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mY3BzLmVkdS9ub2RlLzQ1NTY1P3V0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV90ZXJtPSJ9.aWSwJHrKl3-igTi9IWyYCcQEN_Sskr9jkjYE-Hdjxsc/s/573095469/br/144739617758-l


Questions?


