Rising English 9 Summer Reading 2022:
Young Adult Dystopian Novels
The English 9 collaborative team has developed a summer reading list that prioritizes student choice and engagement and
exposes you to some of the central themes we will explore in our classes throughout the year. Rising ninth grade students
are strongly encouraged to read one YA dystopian novel over the summer and consider how this novel offers relevant
criticism for the society in which we currently live. We’ve included links below each title that indicate where you can find
these texts in ebook or audiobook form for free.
While we have selected these books because of their literary merit and thematic connections, we also invite you to expand
beyond this list if you find a different dystopian book. We also encourage you to do some research before selecting the
books you will read this summer. For guidance and information on book selection, visit www.commonsensemedia.org,
www.goodreads.com, or email the English Department Chair, Bridget Donoghue, at badonoghue@fcps.edu.

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline
➔ Ebook available for free from the McLean High School Library
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library

In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really feels alive is when
he's jacked into the virtual utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying the puzzles
hidden within this world's digital confines—puzzles that are based on their creator's obsession with
the pop culture of decades past and that promise massive power and fortune to whoever can unlock
them.
But when Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to kill to take
this ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win—and confront the
real world he's always been so desperate to escape.

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld
➔ Ebook available for free from the McLean High School Library
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library

In Tally Youngblood’s world, looks matter. She lives in a society created to function with
perfect-looking people who never have a chance to think for themselves. And she’s tired of it. First as
an ugly, then a pretty, and finally a special, Tally takes down the social infrastructure. And then, a
generation later, a world obsessed with fame and instant celebrity—and filled with extras—will reap
the consequences.

The Feed by Nick Clark Windo
➔ Ebook available for free from the McLean High School Library
The Feed is accessible everywhere, by everyone, at any time. It instantaneously links us to all
information and global events as they break. Every interaction, every emotion, every image can be
shared through it; it is the essential tool everyone relies on to know and understand the thoughts and
feelings of partners, parents, friends, children, colleagues, bosses, employees...in fact, of anyone and
everyone else in the world.
Tom and Kate use the Feed, but Tom has resisted its addiction, which makes him suspect to his
family. After all, his father created it. But that opposition to constant connection serves Tom and Kate
well when the Feed collapses after a horrific tragedy shatters the world as they know it. The Feed’s
collapse, taking modern society with it, leaves people scavenging to survive. Finding food is truly a
matter of life and death. Minor ailments, previously treatable, now kill. And while the collapse has
demolished the trappings of the modern world, it has also eroded trust. In a world where survival of the fittest is a way of life, there
is no one to depend upon except yourself...and maybe even that is no longer true.

Feed by M.T. Anderson
➔ Ebook available for free from the McLean High School Library
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
Identity crises, consumerism, and star-crossed teenage love in a futuristic society where people
connect to the Internet via feeds implanted in their brains.
For Titus and his friends, it started out like any ordinary trip to the moon - a chance to party during
spring break and play with some stupid low-grav at the Ricochet Lounge. But that was before the
crazy hacker caused all their feeds to malfunction, sending them to the hospital to lie around with
nothing inside their heads for days. And it was before Titus met Violet, a beautiful, brainy teenage
girl who has decided to fight the feed and its omnipresent ability to categorize human thoughts and
desires.

Unwind by Neal Shusterman
➔ Ebook available for free from the McLean High School Library
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
In futuristic America, between the ages of thirteen and eighteen, a parent may choose to
retroactively get rid of a child through a process called "unwinding." Unwinding ensures that the
child's life doesn’t “technically” end by transplanting all the organs in the child's body to various
recipients. Now a common and accepted practice in society, troublesome or unwanted teens are
able to easily be unwound. With breathtaking suspense, this book follows three teens who all
become runaway Unwinds: Connor, a rebel whose parents have ordered his unwinding; Risa, a ward
of the state who is to be unwound due to cost-cutting; and Lev, his parents' tenth child whose
unwinding has been planned since birth as a religious tithing. As their paths intersect and lives hang
in the balance, Shusterman examines serious moral issues in a way that will keep readers turning
the pages to see if Connor, Risa, and Lev avoid meeting their untimely ends.

Matched by Ally Condie
➔ Ebook available for free from the McLean High School Library
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
For Cassia, nothing is left to chance--not what she will eat, the job she will have, or the man she
will marry. In Matched, the Society Officials have determined optimal outcomes for all aspects of
daily life, thereby removing the "burden" of choice. When Cassia's best friend is identified as her
ideal marriage Match it confirms her belief that Society knows best, until she plugs in her Match
microchip and a different boy’s face flashes on the screen. This improbable mistake sets Cassia
on a dangerous path to the unthinkable--rebelling against the predetermined life Society has in
store for her. As author Ally Condie’s unique dystopian Society takes chilling measures to maintain
the status quo, Matched reminds readers that freedom of choice is precious, and not without
sacrifice.

Under the Never Sky by Veronica Rossi
➔ Ebook available for free from the McLean High School Library
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
Fighting to survive in a ravaged world, a Dweller and a Savage form an unlikely alliance in New York
Times bestselling author Veronica Rossi's "unforgettable dystopian masterpiece" (Examiner.com).
Exiled from her home, the enclosed city of Reverie, Aria knows her chances of surviving in the outer
wasteland—known as The Death Shop—are slim. Then Aria meets an Outsider named Perry. He's
wild—a savage—and her only hope of staying alive. A hunter for his tribe in a merciless landscape,
Perry views Aria as sheltered and fragile—everything he would expect from a Dweller. But he needs
Aria's help too; she alone holds the key to his redemption.

How I Live Now by Meg Rosoff
➔ Ebook available for free from the McLean High School Library
➔ Audiobook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
Fifteen-year-old Daisy is sent from Manhattan to England to visit her aunt and cousins she’s never
met: three boys near her age, and their little sister. Her aunt goes away on business soon after
Daisy arrives. The next day bombs go off as London is attacked and occupied by an unnamed
enemy.
As power fails, and systems fail, the farm becomes more isolated. Despite the war, it’s a kind of
Eden, with no adults in charge and no rules, a place where Daisy’s uncanny bond with her cousins
grows into something rare and extraordinary. But the war is everywhere, and Daisy and her cousins
must lead each other into a world that is unknown in the scariest, most elemental way.

The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick Ness
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
Prentisstown isn't like other towns. Everyone can hear everyone else's thoughts in an overwhelming,
never-ending stream of Noise. Just a month away from the birthday that will make him a man, Todd
and his dog, Manchee—whose thoughts Todd can hear too, whether he wants to or not—stumble
upon an area of complete silence. They find that in a town where privacy is impossible, something
terrible has been hidden—a secret so awful that Todd and Manchee must run for their lives.

Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry
➔ Ebook available for free from the McLean High School Library
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
In her strongest work to date, Lois Lowry once again creates a mysterious but plausible future world.
It is a society ruled by savagery and deceit that shuns and discards the weak. Left orphaned and
physically flawed, young Kira faces a frightening, uncertain future. Blessed with an almost magical
talent that keeps her alive, she struggles with ever broadening responsibilities in her quest for truth,
discovering things that will change her life forever.
As she did in The Giver, Lowry challenges readers to imagine what our world could become, and
what will be considered valuable. Every reader will be taken by Kira's plight and will long ponder her
haunting world and the hope for the future.

Messenger by Lois Lowry
➔ Ebook available for free from the McLean High School Library
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
Messenger is the masterful third novel in the Giver Quartet, which began with the dystopian
bestseller The Giver, now a major motion picture.
Matty has lived in Village and flourished under the guidance of Seer, a blind man known for his
special sight. Village once welcomed newcomers, but something sinister has seeped into Village
and the people have voted to close it to outsiders. Matty has been invaluable as a messenger. Now
he must risk everything to make one last journey through the treacherous forest with his only
weapon, a power he unexpectedly discovers within himself.

Son by Lois Lowry
➔ Ebook available for free from the McLean High School Library
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
They called her Water Claire. When she washed up on their shore, no one knew that she came from a
society where emotions and colors didn’t exist. That she had become a Vessel at age thirteen. That
she had carried a Product at age fourteen. That it had been stolen from her body. Claire had a son.
But what became of him she never knew. What was his name? Was he even alive? She was supposed
to forget him, but that was impossible. Now Claire will stop at nothing to find her child, even if it
means making an unimaginable sacrifice.
Son thrusts readers once again into the chilling world of the Newbery Medal winning book, The Giver,
as well as Gathering Blue and Messenger where a new hero emerges. In this thrilling series finale,
the startling and long-awaited conclusion to Lois Lowry’s epic tale culminates in a final clash
between good and evil.

The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. Two hundred years later, the great
lamps that light the city are beginning to dim. When Lina finds part of an ancient message, she’s sure
it holds a secret that will save the city. Now, she and her friend Doon must race to figure out the clues
to keep the lights on. If they succeed, they will have to convince everyone to follow them into danger.
But if they fail? The lights will burn out and the darkness will close in forever.

The Eleventh Plague by Jeff Hirsch
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
In an America devastated by war and plague, the only way to survive is to keep moving.
In the aftermath of a war, America’s landscape has been ravaged and two-thirds of the population left
dead from a vicious strain of influenza. Fifteen-year-old Stephen Quinn and his family were among
the few that survived and became salvagers, roaming the country in search of material to trade. But
when Stephen’s grandfather dies and his father falls into a coma after an accident, Stephen finds his
way to Settler’s Landing, a community that seems too good to be true. Then Stephen meets strong,
defiant, mischievous Jenny, who refuses to accept things as they are. And when they play a prank
that goes horribly wrong, chaos erupts, and they find themselves in the midst of a battle that will
change Settler’s Landing--and their lives--forever.

Incarceron by Catherine Fisher
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
Incarceron -- a futuristic prison, sealed from view, where the descendants of the original prisoners
live in a dark world torn by rivalry and savagery. It is a terrifying mix of high technology -- a living
building which pervades the novel as an ever-watchful, ever-vengeful character, and a typical
medieval torture chamber -- chains, great halls, dungeons. A young prisoner, Finn, has haunting
visions of an earlier life, and cannot believe he was born here and has always been here. In the outer
world, Claudia, daughter of the Warden of Incarceron, is trapped in her own form of prison -- a
futuristic world constructed beautifully to look like a past era, an imminent marriage she dreads. She
knows nothing of Incarceron, except that it exists. But there comes a moment when Finn, inside
Incarceron, and Claudia, outside, simultaneously find a device -- a crystal key, through which they can
talk to each other. And so the plan for Finn's escape is born…

Scythe by Neal Shusterman
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery. Humanity has conquered all those things, and
has even conquered death. Now scythes are the only ones who can end life—and they are
commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population under control.
Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither wants. These teens must
master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could mean losing their own.

The Selection by Kiera Cass
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. The opportunity to escape the life laid
out for them since birth. To be swept up in a world of glittering gowns and priceless jewels. To live in
a palace and compete for the heart of gorgeous Prince Maxon.
But for America Singer, being Selected is a nightmare. It means turning her back on her secret love
with Aspen, who is a caste below her. Leaving her home to enter a fierce competition for a crown she
doesn't want. Living in a palace that is constantly threatened by violent rebel attacks.
Then America meets Prince Maxon. Gradually, she starts to question all the plans she's made for
herself—and realizes that the life she's always dreamed of may not compare to a future she never
imagined.

The Dark Intercept by Julia Keller
In a radiant world of endless summer, the Intercept keeps the peace. Violet Crowley, the
sixteen-year-old daughter of New Earth’s Founding Father, has spent her life in comfort and
safety. Her days are easy thanks to the Intercept, a crime-prevention device that monitors and
provokes emotion. But when her long-time crush, Danny Mayhew, gets into a dangerous
altercation on Old Earth, Violet launches a secret investigation to find out what he's hiding. An
investigation that will lead her to question everything she's ever known about Danny, her father,
and the power of the Intercept.

Fever Crumb by Philip Reeve
Fever Crumb is a girl who has been adopted and raised by Dr. Crumb, a member of the order of
Engineers, where she serves as an apprentice. In a time and place where women are not seen as
reasonable creatures, Fever is an anomaly, the only female to serve in the order.
Soon though, she must say goodbye to Dr. Crumb - nearly the only person she's ever known - to
assist archeologist Kit Solent on a top-secret project. As her work begins, Fever is plagued by
memories that are not her own and Kit seems to have a particular interest in finding out what they
are. Fever has also been singled out by city-dwellers who declare her part Scriven.
The Scriveners, not human, ruled the city some years ago but were hunted down and killed in a
victorious uprising by the people. If there are any remaining Scriven, they are to be eliminated.
All Fever knows is what she's been told: that she is an orphan. Is Fever a Scriven? Whose memories
does she hold? Is the mystery of Fever, adopted daughter of Dr. Crumb, the key to the secret that lies at the heart of London?

Ashes, Ashes by Jo Treggiari
Epidemics, floods, droughts - for sixteen-year-old Lucy, the end of the world came and went, taking
99% of the population with it. As the weather continues to rage out of control, and Sweepers clean
the streets of plague victims, Lucy survives alone in the wilds of Central Park. But when she's
rescued from a pack of hunting dogs by a mysterious boy named Aidan, she reluctantly realizes she
can't continue on her own. She joins his band of survivors, yet, a new danger awaits her: the
Sweepers are looking for her. There's something special about Lucy, and they will stop at nothing to
have her.

The Loop by Ben Oliver
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
Life inside The Loop-the futuristic death row for teens under eighteen-is one long repetitive
purgatory. But when news of the encroaching chaos in the outside world reaches the inmates and
disorder begins to strike, the prison becomes the least of their worries.
It's Luka Kane's sixteenth birthday and he's been inside The Loop for over two years. Every inmate is
serving a death sentence with the option to push back their execution date by six months if they opt
into "Delays", scientific and medical experiments for the benefit of the elite in the outside world. But
rumors of a war on the outside are spreading amongst the inmates, and before they know it, their
tortuous routine becomes disrupted. The government issued rain stops falling. Strange things are
happening to the guards. And it's not long until the inmates are left alone inside the prison.
Were the chains that shackled Luka to his cell the only instruments left to keep him safe? He must overcome fellow prisoners
hell-bent on killing him, the warden losing her mind, the rabid rats in the train tunnels, and a population turned into murderous
monsters to try and break out of The Loop, save his family, and discover who is responsible for the chaos that has been inflicted
upon the world.

Article 5 by Kristen Simmons
➔ Audiobook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
New York, Los Angeles, and Washington, D.C., have been abandoned.
The Bill of Rights has been revoked, and replaced with the Moral Statutes.
There are no more police—instead, there are soldiers. There are no more fines for bad
behavior—instead, there are arrests, trials, and maybe worse. People who get arrested usually don't
come back.
Seventeen-year-old Ember Miller is old enough to remember that things weren't always this way.
Living with her rebellious single mother, it's hard for her to forget that people weren't always arrested
for reading the wrong books or staying out after dark. It's hard to forget that life in the United States
used to be different. Ember has perfected the art of keeping a low profile. She knows how to get the
things she needs, like food stamps and hand-me-down clothes, and how to pass the random home inspections by the military. Her
life is as close to peaceful as circumstances allow. That is, until her mother is arrested for noncompliance with Article 5 of the
Moral Statutes. And one of the arresting officers is none other than Chase Jennings—the only boy Ember has ever loved.

The Declaration by Gemma Malley
➔ Audiobook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
In the year 2140, it is illegal to be young. Children are all but extinct. The world is a better place.
Longevity drugs are a fountain of youth. Sign the Declaration, agree not to have children and you too
can live forever. Refuse, and you will live as an outcast. For the children born outside the law, it only
gets worse – Surplus status. Not everyone thinks Longevity is a good thing, but you better be clear
what side you’re on. . . . Surplus Anna is about to find out what happens when you can’t decide if you
should cheat the law or cheat death.

Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard
➔ Ebook available for free from Fairfax County Public Library
This is a world divided by blood - red or silver. The Reds are commoners, ruled by a Silver elite in
possession of god-like superpowers. And to Mare Barrow, a seventeen-year-old Red girl from the
poverty-stricken Stilts, it seems like nothing will ever change. That is until she finds herself working
in the Silver Palace. Here, surrounded by the people she hates the most, Mare discovers that, despite
her red blood, she possesses a deadly power of her own. One that threatens to destroy the balance
of power. Fearful of Mare's potential, the Silvers hide her in plain view, declaring her a long-lost Silver
princess, now engaged to a Silver prince. Despite knowing that one misstep would mean her death,
Mare works silently to help the Red Guard, a militant resistance group, and bring down the Silver
regime. But this is a world of betrayal and lies, and Mare has entered a dangerous dance - Reds
against Silvers, prince against prince, and Mare against her own heart.

*All book summaries were taken from goodreads.com

