Mr. Howell 

AP European History 

**Optional Summer Assignment**
Course Text: 

McKay, Hill, and Buckler    A History of Western Society 12th Edition 

Houghton Mifflin Company
 ISBN#  978-1-319-03598-3
Student Study Guide for the text  ****Highly Recommended****   ISBN# ISBN: 0-618-17060-X

Reading for History classes and this assignment:

An AP history class does not expect you to just memorize a list of facts and dates. It demands that you think about history, that you become an investigator who figures out why who did what and how, what events lead to the here and now, and how the past can teach us to understand the present so that we might have a better tomorrow.

If thinking like this is new to you, any of the books from the list below should put you on the path to thinking like an historian. 

Besides, first quarter you will be required to write and informally present a book review so you might as well start reading and thinking over the summer to get a head start on the course. Choose a book that fits your interests. If you would like to select a book not on the list, please have it approved before you start.

Suggested Reading:

!! = My favorites
 An Easy Read (< 350 pages)

· Blanning, T.C.W.     The Oxford History of Modern Europe   


ISBN# 0-19-285371-6
· Boorstin, Daniel J.   The Seekers  

  



ISBN# 0-679-43445-3
· Dunn, Richard. 
    The Age of Religious Wars: 1559-1775.


ISBN: 0-393-09021-3
· Doyle, Michael W.  Empires  





ISBN# 0-8014-9334-x
· Fergusson, N.          Empire – Rise and Demise of the British World Order     
ISBN: 0-465-02328-2

· Gerolymatos  
   The Balkan Wars. 



        
ISBN: 0-465-02731-8

· Johnson, Lonnie      Central Europe – Enemies, Neighbors, Friends

ISBN: 0-19-514825-8

· Jones, Eric 
  The European Miracle – Environments, Economics, and Geopolitics
 ISBN: 0-521-52783-x
· Kirchner, Walther    Western Civilization from 1500    Harper Collins College Outlines
 ISBN# 0-06-467102e 
· Mason, David S.   A Concise History of Modern Europe


ASIN: B004GHNGWM
· Menocal, Marie    Ornament of the World – How Muslims, Jews, and Christians created a Culture of Tolerance in Medieval Spain




               ISBN: 0-316-56688-8
· McNeill, William    Plagues and Peoples




 ISBN: 0385121229 
· Naimark, Norman  Fires of Hatred: Ethnic Cleansing in Twentieth-Century Europe  ISBN: 0674009940 
· Ozmant, Steven    A Mighty Fortress – A New History of the German People       ISBN: 0-06-620925-0
· Pagden, Anthony   The Idea of Europe




 ISBN: 0-521-79552-4
· Pagden, Anthony   Peoples and Empires : A Short History of European Migration, Exploration, and Conquest,from Greece to the Present




ISBN: 0679640967 
· Sarti, Raffaella.      Europe at Home: 1500-1800 – Family and the Material Culture           ISBN: 0-300-0542-7
· Simonton, Deborah   A History of European Women's Work: 1700 to the Present
 ISBN-13: 978-0415055321
· Snyder, Timothy    The Reconstruction of Nations : Poland, Ukraine, Lithuania, Belarus, 1569-1999                                                      ISBN: 030010586X
· Stevall & Van Den Abbeele.        French Civilisation and its Discontents
 ISBN: 0-7391-0647-3
· Turner, Frank
European Intellectual History from Rousseau to Nietzsche
ISBN-13: 978-0300207293
A little More Detail (<475 pages)

.

· Davies, Norman 
   Heart of Europe: The Past in Poland's Present                       ISBN: 0192801260
· Devine, T. M. 
   Scotland’s Empire and the Shaping of the Americas

ISBN: 1-58834-177-1
· Diamond, Jared
   Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed 
ISBN: 0670033375 
· Herman, Arthur      How the Scots Invented the Modern World.               
ISBN: 0-609-80999-7

· Judd, Denis. 
  Empire - The British Imperial Experience 


ISBN: 0-465-01952-8

· Kaiser, David
   Politics and War: Philip II – Hitler

               ISBN: 0-674-00272-5

· McNeill, William   The Pursuit of Power




ISBN: 0-226-56158-5
· Price, Roger           A Concise History of France 



ISBN: 0-521-36809-x

A More Thorough Look (<600 pages)

· Boorstin, Daniel J.   The Discoverers    

      


ISBN# 0-394-72625-1
· Gilbert and Large    The End of the European Era   


     
ISBN# 0-393-96059-5
· Kamen, Henry          Empire: How Spain became a World Power

ISBN: 0-06-093264-3
· Landes, David          The Wealth and Poverty of Nations   
!!!!!!!!

ISBN# 0-393-31888-5
· Pagden, Anthony   The Enlightenment: And Why It Still Matters

ASIN: B009Y4JPTA
· Spengler, Oswald    The Decline of the West   

     

ISBN# 0-19-506634-0
· Roberts, J.M. 
A History of Europe




ISBN#0-215-99204-2
History Geeks Only (600+ pages) Really Good Books! 
· Abernethy, David   The Dynamics of Global Dominance – European Empires 1415-1980
 ISBN: 0-300-09314-4800





pprbk
 ISBN: 0-300-09314-4
· Barzum, Jacques      From Dawn to Decadence     
  !!!!


ISBN# 0-965-36510-7
· Davies, Norman
     Europe: A History    

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!   

ISBN# 0-19-520912-5
· James, Lawrence      The Rise and Fall of the British Empire   


ISBN# 0-312-14039-8
· McNeill, William     The Rise of the West : A History of the Human Community   ISBN# 0226561410
· Simms,Brendan
 Europe:The Struggle for Supremacy, from 1453 to the Present ISBN#0465013333
· Stavrianos, L.S. 
    The Balkans since 1453  



ISBN: 0-81479766-0
Geography Geek Special

· Fagan, Brian
     The Little Ice Age: How Climate Made History 1300-1850   ISBN#  0-465-02271-5
First Quarter Book Review:
Read a book of historical analysis that interests you but also gives an overview of a given aspect of European history during the course time frame from roughly 1300 to the present. Once you have read the book, prepare an overview of the author’s mission/thesis and core arguments. Argue whether or not the author succeeded, then compare your analysis with a professional critique that you find in a journal or other news source.

**Do not be afraid to disagree with the professional. Dialogue and factual argument lead to greater understanding and appreciation of significance and consequence. 

Your review should be 4-5 pages in length, typed, double spaced, Times New Roman font, with a one inch margin on all sides.

Your presentation will be an informal discussion of the book which will take as little or as much time as you and your audience feels fitting.

Due dates:

Book of <350 pages

by week 5

Book of <475 pages

by week 6

Book of <600 pages

by week 7

Book of 600+ pages

by week 8
